I was head of the internal control department

"At the bank I had several executive positions, especially jobs in the control sector. I started at the Internal Audit Department, on my 18th. Very interesting. You have much freedom of action, talk to different people. A bank lives from within.
"You watch the quality of management, continuity of the company. Very motivating. Good control is important, also socially.

"From 2000 the business crumbled. The bank became impersonal. Control is a cost issue, too expensive. Also by changing regulations, banks went for bigger risks. Afterwards it was proved that was not wise.

"The bank grew, grew, grew. Duties of the securities department were concentrated in Brussels. I worked in Rotterdam on the migration. A surrealistic period. A year later the crisis came. Then it turns out that you are only one individual in a radar work. You're in the middle of the Fortis debacle, but the forces are so large that you can not give direction anymore. Then you are empty-handed. I wished I could have done more, you think.

When we were taken over, people had to leave. On 1 January 2011, I retired early"
 

I'm director of Feeling Europe Foundation

"Society is becoming more individualistic, materialistic. Great ideas, art, culture, intellectual movements - there seems less and less attention to. You want to do something against the trivialization.

"I met Wolfgang Schüssel, when Austrian Chancellor, and Alan Greenspan. I attended conferences and workshops, where members of governments and experts talked about wealth and prosperity in Europe.

"Authority, you must create. So, I established Feeling Europe Foundation in 2007 to promote the 'European feeling'. I am the director and one of the two administrators. We exist thanks to cooperation of other organisations and donations. I can visit workshops and conferences, maintain a website, give presentations at schools.

"The enthusiasm could be greater. The website attracts about 150 visitors per day, thousands of page views per month. But schools are not jumping, I have only once allowed to hold a presentation.

"Of course Europe sometimes creates resistance and resentment. And young people do not like European institutions so much. Maybe I'm too idealistic. But I do not give up.
